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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



method of providing a third party logging proxy 
erver, said method comprising: 
obtaining one or more product identifiers from one or 
more provider^, each product identifier 
to a product; 

: sale identifier from a merchant; 
the product identifiers that 
corresponds t6 the product sale identifier; and 
storing a sales re :ord in response to receiving the 

identifier. 



corresponding 
receiving a produc 
identifying one of 



product sale 



cr 



The method as des 
receiving a royalty 
one of the pr 
providers ; 
wherein the storir 
calculating 



ibed in claim 1 further comprising: 
rate corresponding with at least 
oduct identifiers from one of the 

g further includes: 

account balance for the merchant. 



c n 



The method as described in claim 2 further comprising: 
receiving a payment from the merchant in response to 

receiving the product sale identifier, 
wherein the payment is calculated based on the 



received roya 
product sale 



The method as desc 
calculating an ac 
corresponding 
identifier. 



lty rate corresponding to the 
identifier. 



ribed in claim 2 further comprising: 
cjount balance for the provider 
with the identified product 
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The method as described in claim 4 further comprising; 
transferring funds corresponding to the provider's 
account balance to the provider; and 




modifying the 
to the t 

The method as 



provider's account balance in response 
::ansf erring. 

described in claim 2 further comprising: 



the mere 
modifying the 



receiving a payment from the merchant corresponding to 



hant's account balance; and 
merchant's account balance in response 



to receiving the payment. 

The method as described in clairf 1 wherein the 
products include digital worlds, the method further 
comprising : 

receiving one or more di4ital works from the 
providers ; 

storing the workpy^i^a nonvolatile storage device; 
.receiving a down!6id request from a merchant computer 

corresponding to the merchant; and 
downloading erne of the digital works to the merchant 
computer in response to receiving the download 
request . 

The method as described in claim 7 further comprising: 
receiving one or nore royalty rates from the providers 

corresponding to the digital works; and 
providing the royalty rates to the merchant. 



9. The method as described in claim 1 further comprising: 



registering each 
proxy server 



provider with the third party logging 
prior to the obtaining; and 
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10. 



11 



providing each provider with an access mechanism in 
response to /the registering. 



The method as d 
registering the 

proxy server 
providing the im 

response tc 



scribed in claim 1 further comprising: 
merchant with the third party logging 
prior to the receiving; and 
^jrchant with an access mechanism in 
the registering. 



The method as de 
receiving a mere 

providers ; 
searching a dat 
preparing a seaifc 

searching; 
returning the s 



scribed in claim 1 further comprising: 
hant inquiry from one of the 

store in response to the inquiry; 
h result in response to the 
and 

darch result to the provider. 



12. The method as 

result includes 
registered with 



a network inter : 



described in claim 11 wherein the search 
whether one or more merchants are 
the third party logging proxy server. 



13. An information handling system comprising: 
one or more processors; 
a memory accessible by the processors; 

face connecting the information 
handling system to a computer network; 
a nonvolatile storage device accessible by the 

processors;! and 
a logging tool, the logging tool including: 
means for obtaining one or more product 

identifiers from one or more provider 
computers connected to the computer network, 
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each plboduct identifier corresponding to a 
produqt ; 

eceiving a product sale identifier 
merchant computer connected to the 



computfer network; 
means for identifying one of the product 

identifiers that corresponds to the product 
sale /identifier; and 
means for / storing a sales record in response to 
receiving the product sale identifier. 

The information handling system as described in claim 

13 further comprising: 

means for reqeiving a royalty rate corresponding with 
at leasu one of the product identifiers from one 
of the provider computers; 
wherein the means for storing further includes: 

means f|or calculating an account balance for the 
merchant corresponding to the merchant 
computer . 

The information handling system as described in claim 

14 further (comprising: 

means for receiving a payment from the merchant in 
respomse to receiving the product sale 
identifier, 

wherein the payment is calculated based on the 
receijved royalty rate corresponding to the 
product sale identifier. 



The information handling system as described in claim 
14 further comprising: 
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17 



19, 



means for calcu 
provider 
product id&nt 



carre 




The information 
16 further com; 
means for trans 

provider ' s 
means for modi 

response 



ating an account balance for the 
sponding with the identified 
if ier . 



handling system as described in claim 
prising: 

t erring funds corresponding to the 
account balance to the provider; and 
f^ing the provider's account balance in 
the transferring. 



to 



ivi 



The information 
14 further compr 
means for rece 

corre 

and 

means for modi 
response 



;sponc ing 



handling system as described in claim 
ising: 

ng a payment from the merchant 

to the merchant's account balance; 



-fy 

t|o 



ing the merchant's account balance in 
receiving the payment. 



The information handling systejzi as described in claim 
13 wherein the products include digital works, the 
information handling system further comprising: 
means for receiving on/ px more digital works from the 

provider cclmfDutje 
means for storinlg JfHtfe works on the nonvolatile storage 

device; 

means for receiving a download request from the 

merchanx computer; and 
means for/downloading one of the digital works to the 
merchant computer in response to receiving the 
download request. 
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The information 



21, 



23, 



19 further comprising: 



means for recei\ 



handling system as described in claim 



ing one or more royalty rates from the 
providers corresponding to the digital works; and 
means for provicing the royalty rates to the merchant. 



The information 
13 further comp 



handling system as described in claim 
rising : 

means for registering each provider computer with the 
third part/y logging proxy server prior to the 
means for /obtaining; and 

means for providing each provider computer with an 

access mechanism in response to the registering. 

The information handling system as described in claim 
13 further comprising: 

means for registering the merchant computer with the 
third party logging proxy server prior to the 
means fcr receiving; and 

means for providing the merchant computer with an 

access nechanism in response to the registering. 



The information 
13 further cc^mpr 
means for rede 

provide* 
means for sea|rc 

respons 
means for pretpar 

searching 
means for retturn 

computer 



handling system as described in claim 
ising: 

iving a merchant inquiry from one of the 
computers ; 

hing the nonvolatile storage device in 
to the inquiry; 

ing a search result in response to the 
; and 

ing the search result to the provider 
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24. The information handling system as described in claim 
2 3 wherein the search result includes whether one or 
more merchants atfe registered with the third party 
logging proxy sejrver. 

25. A computer program product for providing a third party 
logging proxy server, said computer program product 
comprising: 

means for obtaining one or more product identifiers 
from one ©r more providers, each product 
identifier corresponding to a product; 
means for receiving a product sale identifier from a 
merchant?; 

means for identifying one of the product identifiers 
that corresponds to the product sale identifier; 
and / 

means for storing a sales record in response to 
receiving the product sale identifier. 

26. The computer program product as described in claim 25 
further comprising: 

means for receiving a royalty rate corresponding with 
at least one of the product identifiers from one 
of tne providers; 

wherein the means for storing further includes: 

means for calculating an account balance for the 
merchant . 

27. The computer program product as described in claim 26 
further comprising: 
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29, 



30 



31 



means for receiving a payment from the merchant in 
response t,o receiving the product sale 
identif iey, 

wherein the payment is calculated based on the 
received royalty rate corresponding to the 
product sale identifier. 

The computer j rogram product as described in claim 26 



further compr:. 
means for cal 



sing : 

ulating an account balance for the 
provider/ corresponding with the identified 
product /identifier. 

The computer/ program product as described in claim 25 
further comprising: 

means for transferring funds corresponding to the 

provider's account balance to the provider; and 

means for modifying the provider's account balance in 
response to the transferring. 

The computer program product as described in claim 2 6 
further comprising: 

means for receiving a payment from the merchant 

corresponding to the merchant's account balance; 
and 

means for Modifying the merchant's account balance in 
response to receiving the payment. 



The computer 
wherein the p 
computer prog 
means for r 
prov 




oduct as described in claim 25 
include digital works, the 
roduct further comprising: 
ing one or more digital works from the 
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34 



35, 




means for storing the work^on a nonvolatile storage 
device ; 

means for receiving ^/download request from a merchant 

computer co^espopding to the merchant; and 
means for dowjrl^b^dirfg one of the digital works to the 
merchant computer in response to receiving the 
dpwiload request. 

computer program product as described in claim 31 
her comprising: 
ans for receiving one or more royalty rates from the 
providers /corresponding to the digital works; and 
means for providing the royalty rates to the merchant. 



means for regi 
party lo 
obtainin 



The computer program product as described in claim 25 
further comprising: 

stering each provider with the third 
ging proxy server prior to the 
; and 



means for providing each provider with an access 
mechanisn in response to the registering. 



The computer 
further compr 



program product as described in claim 25 
ising: 

means for registering the merchant with the third 
party logging proxy server prior to the 
receiving; and 
means for providing the merchant with an access 
mechanism in response to the registering. 



The computer 
further comp 



program product as described in claim 25 
ising: 
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means for receiving a merchant inquiry from one of the 
providers ; 

means for searching a data s^ore in response to the 
inquiry; 

means for preparing a/search result in response to the 

searching; a*ra 
means for returning the search result to the provider. 

The computer program product as described in claim 35 
wherein/the search result includes whether one or more 
mercKants are registered with the third party logging 
pax>xv server. 



